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WHMIS Awareness
What is WHMIS?
WHMIS is a short form for Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System. It provides
information on the safe use of hazardous materials used in Canadian workplaces. 
Information is provided by means of product labels, Safety Data Sheet (SDS) and worker
education programs.

WHMIS
WHMIS 
WHMIS 

(SDS) 

Safety glasses 
with side shield

Chemical resistant
gloves

Face shield Dust respirator Dust/fume 
respirator

Airline hood 
or mask

Safety apronBootsSplash goggles Full suit Lab coat

Product Category

Heavy Duty Alkalines

Alkalines

Chlorinated Alkaline Cleaners
and Bleaches

Neutral pH | pH

Hand Care

Acids | 

Alcohol based

Lubricants |

Oxidizers | 

Hazards 
PPE | PPE Comments 

• Do not mix with other chemical products especially concentrated acids.
• Do not add directly to hot water.
• Always add slowly to water with agitation and not the opposite.
• Avoid splashing.

*SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR POWDER:
- Avoid breathing dust.
- Some formulations can generate extreme heat when diluted.
- Wear a dust mask if significant amount of dust is generated.

• Do not mix with other chemical products especially concentrated acids.
• Avoid splashing.

*SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR POWDER:
- Avoid breathing dust.
- Wear a dust mask if significant amount of dust is generated.

• Do not mix with other chemical products especially concentrated acids.
• Prevent splashing.
• If in contact with other chemicals especially acid and ammonia, can generate 

highly toxic vapours. 
• Can generate chlorine gas if temperature is higher than 65oC.

*SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR POWDER:
- Avoid breathing dust
- Wear a dust mask if a significant amount of dust is generated.

• Refer to Product Compatibility section of SDS before mixing with other 
chemicals

Not all soaps correspond to all skin types.

• Do not mix with other chemical products especially concentrated alkaline.
• Do not add directly to hot water.
• Always add slowly to water with agitation and not the opposite.
• Avoid splashing.

*SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR POWDER:
- Avoid breathing dust.
- Some formulations can generate extreme heat when diluted.
- Wear a dust mask if significant amount of dust is generated.

• Avoid contact with excessive heat and sources of ignition (open flame, 
source of heat, spark, electric motor).

• Avoid breathing vapours.
• Ground containers.
• Use only in well ventilated areas.

• Do not mix with other products.
• Surface can be slippery.

• Concentrated - is highly reactive to organic materials and combustibles.
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Suggested | 

May be required for specific products
Refer to SDS

SDS

Required for one (1) product
Refer to SDS

(1) 
SDS

Product Category Code and Color

Liquid | 05 11
Powder* | * 05 11

Liquid | 05 11
Powder* | * 05 07 11
Liquid with Butyl | 05 20

Liquid | 05 09
Powder* | * 05 11 20

Enzymatic Cleaner | 05 11
Neutral Detergent | 05 11
Quaternary | 09
Disinfectant/Sanitizer| / 09
Wetting Agent* | * 20
Defoamer* | * 20 89
Deodorizer | 20

Hand soap | 13
Sanitizer | 13

Liquid Sanitizer | 09
Liquid Cleaner | 07
Powder Cleaner* | * 07

Additive | 20
Cleaner | 05
Sanitizer | 13 89

Liquid | 20 89

Additive | 89
Sanitizer | 89
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Can cause chemical burns 

pH: 12 & +
pH:12 

pH: 12 & +
pH:12 

Suggested for 50% & + content
50% 

Chlorine gas

May cause irritation

Can cause chemical burns 

May cause irritation

Can cause chemical burns 

May cause irritation

Can cause chemical burns 

Harmful

See SDS for additional  product hazards

B2 or B3
See SDS for additional  product hazards 
B2 B3

Other hazards are possible
– refer to SDS

Not regulated None 

*

These are general guidelines, refer to product SDS for 
specific information.
General Safety Precautions when handling chemical products:
• Do not swallow, inhale or get in eyes, on skin or on clothing
• Do not drink, eat or smoke
• Always wash your hands after handling
• Never use contact lenses
• Be aware of product incompatibility

Note: SDS is provided for the product in its concentrated form. Any dilution can affect product
classification and suggested PPE.

SDS
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SDS 
PPE

Chemical Product Handling
The Experts in Sanitation Solutions

Food & Beverage Division | 
sanimarc.com | info@sanimarc.com
1 800 361-7691
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  化 食 品 安 全

Flammable liquids and solids, 
Organic peroxydes

Oxidizing liquids and solids Acute toxicity: fatal or toxic (if swallowed,
in contact with skin or if inhaled)

Acute toxicity: Harmful (if swallowed, in contact
with skin or if inhaled) Skin and/or eye irritation

/

Corrosion: skin corrosion, 
serious eye damage.

WHMIS Classification For Our Products | WHMIS 


